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Something to eat, a place to sleep 
& someone who gives a damn 


4 film abou’ Homelessness 





Six months ago, Sandra spent her nights 
sleeping on a pew at First United Church and 
her days doing anything she could to score 
drugs. 


“I was homeless and I had nothing,” says 

the 43-year-old from the Saddle Lake Cree 
nation. “I was using everyday, 24-hours a day, 
as long as I could keep going.” It’s a far cry 
from her upbringing. Sandra grew up in an 
affluent Vancouver neighbourhood and, until 
five years ago, led a relatively quiet life. She 
was going to school at the Native Education 
College, training to become an alcohol and 
drug counsellor. 


“I used to be the person driving down Hastings 
and feeling sorry for those people,” she 
recalls. “If someone would have asked me five 
years ago if I’d ever live at [a Single Room 
Occupancy hotel] I would have shaken my 
head at the thought.” 


It was only when Sandra was forced to 
confront her own demons that her life began to 
spiral out of control. “I grew up in Point Grey 
of all places,” she chuckles. “[I was] the only 
native in a Catholic school. But I had a rough 
childhood. I was abused. I started drinking at 
age six.” 


During her training to become a counsellor, 
Sandra had to delve into her own troubled 
past— something that proved too painful to 
relive. “I took a two-week leave of absence 
[from class] when we started getting into 

my past. I lost it. It was all too much for me. 
That’s when I started drinking more and more 
and more. That was four years ago.” 


continued on page 3 .... 
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the editor are assumed to be for 
publication, must include phone 
number or email (if possible, for 
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causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 
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just another rant 


My dad passed away a couple of years ago 
and left me with a small gift. It’s that which 
allowed me to travel with the Pastors for 
Peace caravan these past two summers, 
collecting and delivering many tons of 
humanitarian aid to the wonderful and 
unique Cuban people. Thanks to Dad I’ve 
now got a functional kettle, a lovely tea-pot, 
and a soy milk making machine. These are 
pleasures, big and small, that have greatly 
enhanced my quality of life. 


Poverty, for those unaware, exists in 
degrees. There are those who survive for 

a time, somehow, outside. Of those, some 
are addicted to various substances (coffee 
among them), some are not. Some poor 
and/or homeless people collect government 
assistance in the form of disability pensions 
(many have been injured on the job and 
their workers’ compensation run out), 
welfare (a pittance, for folks like single 
moms or those who aren’t considered 
eligible for disability pensions yet aren’t 
considered ‘employable’), unemployment 
insurance (also in limited supply, for those 
victims of capitalism - an economic system 
which insists on maintaining a percentage 
of unemployment), or old age pensions 
(now being traded on the stock market and 
subject to its moods). This redistribution of 
wealth, of our collective tax contributions, 
is sometimes referred to as “socialism.” 


Some “poor” people refuse or have been 
denied government assistance and work 
collecting bottles and cans that can be 
exchanged for small amounts of money. 
There are plenty of other working poor, you 
see them everyday. Other folks, like David 
Johnston, exist without money. 


I’ve lived in poverty for 20 years. I learned 
about poverty while attending college and 
university and, thanks to student loans, 

I'll know about it for the rest of my life. I 


janinebandcroft.blogspot.com 


also learned about volunteer opportunities 
that can lead to free entry into musical and 
theatrical events. I found thrift shops for 
clothing and other necessaries, and drew 
upon my mother’s depression era wisdom 
about how to prepare food and stretch those 
dollars. Throughout my 20 years I’ve 
applied for, and received, welfare twice. 
Both times I just needed some temporary 
assistance, to get over life’s little hurdles. 


Aside from a couple of rather unpleasant 
experiences during these past 20 years, the 
tree-hugger in me is actually quite pleased 
with the ways this vow of poverty, this life 
of simplicity, has unfolded. I’m blessed to 
have secured affordable housing prior to the 
Big Change of 2001 when the BC Liberals 
were first elected and began to take, rather 
than distribute, our tax contributions. I’m 
able to walk the earth with a remarkably 
light footprint and I maintain a connection, 
an understanding, a camaraderie, with my 
brothers and sisters who also manage to 
survive as “poor” people. 


Why am I writing all this ... it’s mostly 
common knowledge .... or is it? I think not. 
I get the feeling that some people, unaware, 
consider that all associated with the Street 
Newz, or the streets, are somehow grimy, 
unintelligent, incapable, unpredictable, 
prone to emotional outbursts .... that we’ve 
somehow ‘failed’ because we live outside 
the mainstream. 


There’s no doubt .... it’s not easy being 
poor. But it does inspire us to think, to be 
creative, to ask questions about the structure 
of society that allows these varying depths 
of poverty and homelessness. It encourages 
us to find friends and communities that exist 
beyond judgement, where we are accepted 
for who we are rather than what we might 
be able to purchase. 


And when a 
gift appears that 
enables us to 
help our friends 
internationally 
and at home, 

or to replace 
those tired 

old kitchen appliances with lower energy 
alternatives or, in my case most recently, 
to invest in a fantabulous electric bike ..... 
I really have to stop and thank my dearly 
departed father for leaving me with just 
enough to enhance my simple life. 





For many of us it doesn’t take much to 
improve our quality of life. I believe 

it starts with affordable housing, an 
opportunity to define one’s own space 
whether that’s inside a building, or 

within a community of tents and other 
simple structures. Victims of wars or 
environmental disasters, around the world, 
are living in established refugee camps. It’s 
not great, but it’s more than our victims of a 
failed economic system are allowed. 


Poverty doesn’t have to be something 

we turn away from, with images of dirty 
begging hands ever reaching. It can be 
something we accept as a reality while, 

of course, working for its end. It can be 
seen as something increasing numbers of 
people are experiencing, something that can 
change from being an unpleasant to a rather 
more pleasant experience with just a little 
assistance here and there. 


Call it socialism, call it sharing, call it a 
benevolent concern for others ... winter 
is upon us. Is forcing folks onto mats on 
floors the best we can do? 


p.s. A correction from last week’s “rant” - 
- according to an article in Focus Magazine 
titled A path to First Nations’ past, the 

new poles next to City Hall were “carved 
by Butch Dick and his sons Clarence and 
Bradley.” My apologies for incorrect info. 





OPINION Hungry for 


October 13™ will be an interesting day at 
the Victoria Law Courts. David Arthur 
Johnston is due to appear before a judge 
to answer for putting up a temporary 
shelter on Victoria’s public access green 
space during daylight hours. 


David is not new to appearing before 
judges in this sort of argument: he 

has clocked in well over 100 days of 
incarceration over the past few years, and 
in all of those situations he has not eaten 
while in custody. The longest stretch to 
date was just over a month. When David 
appears on the 13" he will have been 
without food for 23 days, there will be 

a gathering of Victoria activism’s upper 
crust, and there will be food. 


On the other hand, if past court 
appearances are any indication, the 
information will be kept off the court’s 
bulletin board, the sheriffs will be feeding 
mis-information, and David will have 

to wait until after everyone else is heard 
in efforts to reduce the attendance in his 
court room. The media will be distracted 
away from the story and CBC radio, 
Monday Magazine and Street Newz are 
likely the only media to be counted on. 


David has documented a lot of 
this campaign in his Journal of the 
Occupation of St. Ann’s Academy, 


which is available online [www.angelfire.com/apes/hatrackman]. 
It is a horrifying tale of brutalities and extreme measures that 

many organizations are prepared to go to make life on the streets 
as uncomfortable as possible. He has been beaten. He has been 
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Justice & Tired of Oppression 


by Tavis W. Dodds 


him a false prophet. The man is frothing 
at the mouth in anger, but even his 
sentiments are gentle compared to the 
comments posted about David online. 
The police avoid David, but when they 
do confront him they are often filled with 
incredible hatred, but David maintains his 
calm and as a result of this there is some 
dissent amongst the ranks: some police 
have quietly voiced support for David and 
others say that they will refuse to arrest 
him if ordered. 


But much of Victoria’s homeless 
community still gives David the cold 
shoulder, like the homeless man screaming 
that he is a false prophet. Reverend Al 
has spoken in favour of David at times 
but he has also been used as a witness 
against David by the Provincial Capital 
Commission. Organizations like the 
[Mayor’s] Committee to End Poverty, or 
so many others like it, ignore David and 
his work. But it is not easy to ignore the 
fruits of his work. 


If it weren’t for David’s endeavors it is 
questionable whether there would have 
been the precedent setting Supreme 
Court trial Victoria vs Adams in which 
it was determined that people have the 
constitutional right to shelter themselves 
from the elements. It is a very clear 


causal relationship between this trial and the creation of the 
Mayor’s task force to eliminate mentally ill homeless drug addicts, 
or whatever euphemism it goes by these days. It isn’t too much 

of a stretch to consider that if it weren’t for David’s work, and the 
work of hundreds of others he’s stood with over the years, that 


driven to the city limits by police in the winter rain. The Provincial 
Capital Commission hired teams of security guards to make his life 
miserable. The public has been fed lies about him, spinning him 

as of the worst of the poor and focusing on a philosophic argument 

about the nature of choice. . . David was trained as a baker and has 

chosen a life without money. 


Walking down the street with David is enough to debunk a lot of 
the sentiments raised against him. As we head down the “trap line” 
of garbage cans in search of wasted food, David seems to know 
everyone. Many people are supportive, but some aren’t. One man 
curses at David because, he says, “If you found a million dollars 

in the garbage right now you wouldn’t use it to do a thing to help 
the poor!” David patiently agrees with the angry person; he would 
destroy the money. 


Another man shouts angrily at David from across the street, calling 


funding for the new Our Place facility for the poor wouldn’t have 
materialized. 


None of these things were what David was fighting for. David isn’t 
saying that people need more facilities and programs: he says that 
people can support themselves if they are allowed. He reminds 

us that pride is a sin and that patience is a virtue. He counters the 
claim that poor choose to be poor: he claims he is morally obliged 
to take the path he has taken. It is a path in solidarity with the poor 
and contrary to the crown and ineffectual elected representatives, 

a path that has led him to Wilkinson Road Penitentiary again and 
again to live off nothing but the filthy water they drink there. 


It is safe to say David’s time in jail is made even more difficult than 
necessary (he’s kept in protective custody), but it is also safe to say that on 
the 13" of October David will be in high spirits, as will those in attendance. 
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Sandra spent the following years on and off the streets, until she was 
approached last spring by Les Merson and Gloria Wilson, co-producers of Street 
Sisters —a documentary that follows nine aboriginal women as they struggle to 
break away from cycles of poverty, addiction and homelessness. 


Wilson, who met Sandra back when she too was homeless and addicted to 
drugs, asked her to participate in the project. Fast-forward to the present and 
Sandra is off the streets and in housing (though she’s “not thrilled” with her 
place). She has reconnected with her son—who she lost 11 years ago to the 
foster care system—1is going back to school, and is on a waiting list for drug and 
alcohol treatment. 


It’s the purpose of Street Sisters: to meet the women where they are —in the 
midst of poverty and addiction—and provide them with the tools to accomplish 
their individual goals, whether it’s help finding housing, to reconnect with their 
kids or to get clean and sober — something all the women have set out to do. 


The documentary, which began shooting in April, follows the sisters in their 
day-to-day activities over a 12-month period— whether they’re scoring drugs, 
visiting their kids, or trying to secure housing, but also as they participate in an 
aboriginal women’s support group. 


“This film is about what can happen when a group of women come together in a 
supportive environment, when resources are put to bare that can assist them and 
allow these women to make changes in their lives,” explains Merson, who is 
also the film’s director. “It’s about what can happen.” 


Merson first met his co-producer Wilson when he interviewed her for his award- 
winning 2008 documentary about homelessness, Something to Eat, a Place to 
Sleep & Someone Who Gives a Damn. 


With the help of Merson and the film’s crew, Wilson secured housing and 
kicked her addictions. Today she’s progressing in a methadone maintenance 
program. Wilson’s now able to pay it forward—all nine women featured in 
Street Sisters are friends of hers who face circumstances similar to Wilson’s. 


As for Merson, the filming experience has given him first-hand witness to 

the kind of institutional racism aboriginal people face each day. “I’m a white 
middle-class male who grew up beside a Musqueam reservation,” says Merson. 
“Aboriginals are our first people and yet they’re treated like second-class 
citizens. So this film hopes to change perceptions, particularly of aboriginal 
women.” 


The legacies of colonialism and the residential school system, the foster care 
system, poverty, childhood violence and sexual abuse, limited education, and 
drug and alcohol use are just some of the issues the sisters are battling. 


The societal obstacles these women are confronted with are staggering. A 2006 
report by Statistics Canada found that the average income of an aboriginal 
woman is $16,600— that’s $7,000 less than the average income of a non- 
aboriginal woman. 


According to the Native Women’s Association of Canada, while the Greater 
Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) has an aboriginal population of just two 
per cent, the proportion of aboriginal people among the homeless population is 
closer to 30 per cent. 


Of the aboriginal homeless population, 35 per cent are women, compared to 
the non-aboriginal homeless population where women make up only 27 per 
cent. Poverty and intergenerational cycles of violence also mean that aboriginal 
women are more likely to be victims of domestic violence, with an intimate 
partner assault rate three times higher than that of non-aboriginal women. 


“These women are not garbage,” says Wilson. “They are my friends, my family. 
They deserve dignity, respect and understanding. They have been abandoned 
and forgotten for too long.” Twice a week the sisters gather for a counselling 
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session facilitated by the renowned author and addictions specialist, 
Dr. Gabor Maté, residential school survivor and elder of the Huu- 
ay-aht first nation Marjorie White, and aboriginal counsellor, Sylvia 
Isaac. 


Isaac, who grew up in Fort St. James and is a member of the Nak’ azdli first 
nation, says the path to her career as a counsellor started at the age of five. 
“That’s when I was first sexually abused and it went on for many years,” she 
explains. Isaac says she was subjected to repeated sexual abuse, rape, beatings 
and torture between the ages of five and 11. 


Isaac had her first drink at the age of six, was homeless at 11 and addicted to 
drugs and alcohol by the time she was 12. She spent the following years on the 
streets of Toronto, in and out of prison and, in 1991, came to Vancouver. Still 
homeless, Isaac lived in Oppenheimer Park where she continued to numb her 
pain with drugs and alcohol. 


“In 1998, someone told me I could do a lot with my life,” says Isaac. “I 

didn’t even know how to read and write but she brought me to the LifeSkills 
Centre.” Isaac enrolled in Humanities 101, a UBC program that offers non- 
credit university-level courses for people living in the Downtown Eastside. She 
finished at the top of her class and went on to train as a wellness counsellor and 
residential school healing facilitator. 


Today, Isaac has been clean and sober for almost 11 years. Though she says she 
still struggles with memories of her painful childhood, she now feels her life has 
a purpose. “I hated childhood and I hated [myself]. I hated that little girl. She 
didn’t have the strength, didn’t have the courage,’ says Isaac. “But now I see 
that she was strong and she survived to this day. 


“What I went through is what a lot of these girls are going through. I believe 
I’ve gone through what I did so I can help these women.” Street Sisters is more 
than just a chance for the women to change their lives; it’s also a chance for 
them to tell their stories. For most of the sisters, the documentary is a legacy 

to leave their children and grandchildren. It’s a way to seek understanding and 
forgiveness from their children—especially those lost to the foster care system. 


When [Merson] told me he found my son, I thought I would fall over,” Sandra 
says. “I was dizzy, shaking. “It’s so scary — you don’t know if they’re gonna 
hate you or how they’re gonna be, but when you see them it takes such an 
enormous weight off your shoulders.” 


For Sandra, the documentary gave her the strength to reconnect with her son. 
“The sisters have been so supportive. Before I didn’t care if I didn’t wake up 
in the morning; I didn’t care about tomorrow, but now I care. And I’m trying to 
better my life.” 


Street Sisters is currently in production, however funding trouble could 
jeopardize that. “Our costs are to the bone and everyone attached to the project 
is donating their time, including Dr. Maté and all the crew,” wrote Merson in an 
email. “To complete filming we require at least $40,000, plus another $12,000 
to provide one-on-one counselling for the women to deal with post-traumatic 
stress they have suffered, much of it attached to child-hood sexual abuse. “We 
have exhausted our resources and need help.” 


“After Charlene died, Gloria didn’t want to lose another sister,’ wrote Merson. 
“She wanted to start the filming right away with the intent to save lives.” Street 
Sisters began filming without adequate funding in place when one of the film’s 
original sisters, Charlene Waskahat, died after she fell from the window of a 
Single Room Occupancy Hotel in early 2009. Homeless, drug addicted and 
HIV- and Hepatitis C-positive, Waskahat agreed to take part in Street Sisters in 
the hope that others, particularly aboriginal youth, would have a better life than 
she did. 


This article was originally published in Vancouver’s Megaphone (megaphonemagazine. 
com), reprinted with permission from Megaphone and the Street News Service (www. 
street-papers.org). Cover photo by Ken Villeneuve (www.bigvpictures.com). If 

you'd like to attain a copy of the award winning Something to Eat, a Place to Sleep 

& Someone Who Gives a Damn, or learn more about Sisters of Mercy, send email to 
seeingeye @telus.net. 








September's G20 Summit in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania saw 
tens of thousands of citizens concerned about democracy, 
social justice and environmental health. Pittsburgh was 
also the site of unprecedented police action against the 
peaceful protestors. Photos: REUTERS/Carlos Barria (left), 
and (right) from therearenosunglasses.wordpress.com 
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Our modern, post-industrial society is characterized by a “cult of efficiency,” 


argued Janice Stein in her book of that title based on her 2001 Massey Lectures. 


Although she used the education and health care systems as her focus, her 
analysis got me thinking about how Victoria approached the “problem” of the 
Johnson Street (Blue) Bridge. According to recently completed engineering 
studies, the structure does not meet current seismic standards (which only 
makes sense considering its age) and might collapse during a severe earthquake 
(along with just about everything else around you, for that matter). So, even 
though the bridge was not broken, inoperable or dangerous in an immediate or 
common way, city council hurriedly approved a replacement project in order 
to try to take advantage of time-limited federal and provincial infrastructure 
funding. No doubt council thought that by acting quickly they were being 
efficient. Possibly they were, from the most narrow of cost-accounting or cost- 
effective perspectives. 


Stein regards efficiency as having attained cult status in our culture at the 
moment when it became an end in itself, rather than a means. It’s not a goal; 
neither is it a value, according to Stein. Claiming that a decision, a process or 

a product is efficient merely begs endless questions about goals, purposes and 
values. Efficiency, as one consideration, is merely the starting point of any 
discussion about the provision of public goods. Efficient for what or for whom, 
one might ask. 


The debate about the Johnson Street bridge focussed almost exclusively on the 
relative merits of either replacing or upgrading the structure. The respective 
costs of each option were paraded out like premises, as if they were all that was 
needed to reach a conclusion. Different bridge designs proposed by Council 
were even put to a contest-like vote. But the primary question never got asked. 
Before considering replacement, repair or leave-it-be options, there was a 
fundamental need to question why we need a bridge for cars at all. Instead, 

the debate took off from the standpoint that spending public funds to keep 

cars moving was an entrenched value in our culture, off-limits to doubt. It 

was simply assumed. Such an approach would have made sense only if we all 
accepted that Car Culture is supreme and must be propped at any cost. I, for 
one, disagree. 


Unfortunately, when you design a city to suit the car, you obligate yourself 

to keep feeding the monster — until such time as you decide to tame or, better 
yet, to abandon it. This would mean backing up from the god of efficiency, no 
easy task. Joseph Heath, disagreeing with Stein, has argued that efficiency is a 
positive value and that Canadians, being “hooked on efficiency,” have achieved 
a society as close to Utopia as it gets. His The Efficient Society was a defence 
of the capitalist market system, which, for Heath, has served to organize 

the mass of humanity to improve their collective lot better than any other 
social or economic system yet devised. Why? Because the market is based 

on efficiency. As such, the shortcomings and failings of capitalism must be 
accepted as compromises, according to Heath, because other regimes do things 
a whole lot worse. It’s a seductive argument, and one which brings us back to 
the Blue Bridge. 


The bridge decision was “efficient” on many levels. At the outset, the feds set 
the pace when they restricted the stimulus funds to projects with substantial 
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completion 
scheduled 
for early 
2011. This 
would be 

a short 
timeframe 
for planning 
a wedding, 
let alone 
designing 
and 
building a 
major public works project. With efficiency as the upfront “value,” certain 
checks and balances consequently had to be sacrificed or scaled back, such 
as environmental assessments and public consultation. As Lewis Mumford 
once wrote, “There is only one efficient speed, faster.” Victoria, as a result, 
could have been left with a hurried decision marring the landscape for the 
next hundred years or so. Values were never given time or space to enter the 
discussion. 


photo from victoriabluebridge.com 
= o 





In the end, when the Blue Bridge project was denied federal and provincial 
stimulus funding, Mayor Fortin ironically stated that this provided “a chance 
to step back” and see if there “is any way we can do this more efficiently,” 
an unusual choice of words given the context up to that point. It had been 
efficiency all along driving the course of events. 


The cult of efficiency ensured that funding deadlines and political expediency 
stifled public discussion on important values such as the purpose and goals of 
a public transportation system, of which bridges are a part. Engineers may be 
able to tell us how (and perhaps where best) to build a bridge and even its cost, 
but they cannot tell us whether it ought to be built at all or for whom and what 
purpose. Those are social policy questions. 


For too long, we have paid the high price of Car Culture, in which all other 
modes of transportation are demeaned and devalued. Cars are anything but an 
efficient mode of transportation when the full story is allowed to be told. (Ivan 
Illich’s analyses are especially insightful in this regard, and more relevant today 
than ever: “[T]he transportation industry dictates the configuration of social 
space. Motorways expand, driving wedges between neighbours .... The product 
of the transportation industry is the habitual passenger.”) Sprawl, congestion, 
high energy consumption, pollution, car crashes, sedentary lives, and ruined 
and dangerous streetscapes are some of the consequences of King Car. Tens 

of millions of dollars to refurbish or replace a bridge in its honour is morally 
questionable. 


We missed an opportunity to consider the possibility of a mostly car-free 
downtown — or, at least, to contemplate an urban landscape where the car was 
relegated to the margins of the transportation network. If the Blue Bridge (or 
its replacement) were restricted to pedestrians and bicycles, it would last a long, 
long time, cost much less and transform our city. Enjoy the drive. 


Brian Mason lives in James Bay. 





The Quality of Life CHALLENGE Reports ... 


On Sept. 1, BC officially became the province with the lowest wage in Canada 


when New Brunswick’s increased to $8.25 per hour. By any measure, BC has one 
of the highest poverty rates in the country. With a very high cost of living (particu- 
larly housing costs), far too many British Columbians find it impossible to make 
ends meet. 


The Affordability 
Index, calculated and 
released each year 
by the Community 
Council’s Quality of 
Life CHALLENGE, 
reflects the real costs 
of living through the 
hourly wage required 
to enjoy a modest 
quality of life in our 
region. 





AIDS VANCOUVER ISLAND has MOVED! 


3rd Floor, Access Health Centre 
713 Johnson Street, 
Victoria, BC V8W 1M8 


Decrease costs of hiing 


[nease incomes 


We're right upstairs from the Cool Aid Community 
Health Centre — drop in and see our new space! 





“It is important 

to understand the 
costs of living that are affecting the affordability index each year,” says Maureen 
Young, Community Investment Specialist, Coast Capital Savings Credit Union, 
and a member of the Quality of Life CHALLENGE. “When we look behind 

the numbers, we can begin to see opportunities to take action as consumers, as 
employers and as policy makers.” 


Service hours: 


Yam-Spm Monday to Thursday 
%am-lpm Friday 
Phone: 250-384-2366 


In 2009, the wage required to maintain a modest quality of life in BC’s Capital 
Region is calculated at $17.02 per hour, a 3.8% increase from 2008. This 
calculation assumes two adults working 35 per week each while providing a home 
for two children. AVI-X mobile needle exchange will continue with 
For the full report visit regular hours. Call 250-896-AVIX for service. 


www.qolchallenge.ca/pdf/Aff-Index-backgrounder-oct09.pdf 
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Risky at the Ritz 


Submitted anonymously, 
via our mailbox at 1027 Pandora 


On Sunday morning about 2:20 
am, September 13th 2009, at 710 
Fort St., the Ritz Hotel had a fire. 


For 10 minutes, the smoke 
detector went off, then the fire 
alarm went off. Water was black, 
running on the floor, so much 
water that it seeped down to the 
street. 


Only about half a dozen residents 
came out to the street. 


The fire trucks took upwards of 
fifteen minutes to come. A couple 
of us went to a nearby restaurant. 


There are 101 people who live 
at the Ritz. If it were not for 
the sprinkler system, the whole 
building would have been toast. 


In one of the rooms the bed was 
drenched. The cause of the fire 
appeared to be at the wall below 
the window on the east side of the 
building. Probably a hot plate. 


At about 9:30 am they started to 
re-do the ceiling. 


Street Newz newz ... 


* Vendors inform me that customers 
would appreciate a Street Newz 
crossword puzzle. Long time readers 
of the Newz may recall that early 
editions contained one .... I actually 
constructed those myself, using a 
scrabble board. I simply dont have 
time to do that anymore but Id be 
delighted to publish a crossword if 
someone wants to take on the task 
(apparently there are on-line puzzle 
creation places) and send it to me by 
the first Friday of each month for the 
next months issue. Of course you'll 
get full credit, and the joy of being 
part of the Street Newz team. (I 
also think a light-hearted horoscope 
would be an interesting addition to 
the Newz ...) 


* Its calendar time again and 

this year, like the previous two 
years, weve chosen to partner with 
Pivot Legal, from the Downtown 
Eastside of Vancouver, to distribute 
their “Hope in Shadows” Calendars. 
They're beautiful, containing photos 
taken by DTES residents and chosen 
by that community, and they're 
printed on recycled paper at a 
local and carbon neutral print shop. 
Wed love to have our own, Victoria 
inspired calendars, but its a huge 
work load. Again, wed be happy to 
encourage and support anyone who 
would like to co-ordinate something 
for the following year, 2011. 


* A big huge THANK YOU to Bill at 
Hemp & Co. for the lovely, and warm, 
hemp shirts and hats he donated 

for the Street Newz vendors. Also, 
thanks to Colin and Brian, Andy Sinats, 
and Mega Screen Productions for 
their contributions with the printing. 


z SHOoT 


WOT ANYMORE 


We Don't Need Another Shelter 


by Andre Mollen 


The liberal government, non-housing and unsocial 
development minister Rich Coleman included, just 
don’t get it. Opening more temporary shelters and 
passing anti-constitutional laws permitting police 
to take homeless to them is not a solution. 


It seems they just don’t want people on the 
streets during the Olympic games, especially 

in Vancouver. Rather than look into how he 

can make this proposed half baked legislation 
withstand constitutional challenges he should 
look into whether police departments will bother 
actually enforcing it. 


It is a good thing that people will not be forced to 
stay at them or it would be more like an overnight 
prison, but taking the homeless to shelters they 
don’t want to stay at would be a waste of their 
time and effort. Costing police departments and 
therefore tax payers’ money and manpower on the 
fruitless effort of the non-existent crime of being 
homeless. 


The real cost to police forces and to society is that 
it takes resources away from fighting real crime 
like break ins, mugging dangerous driving etc. 


A increase in minimum wage, social assistance 
benefits and money spent on affordable housing is 
a more effective way of dealing with this social ill. 
When it costs up to $2000 a month to put someone 
in a shelter and homelessness cost us indirectly 
$55,000 per annum more accessible assistance and 
higher benefits, though there should be a limit, is 
cheaper than the alternative. 


Gordon Campbell wants the feds to make 
employment insurance more accessible and to top 
up welfare payments - maybe he should practice 
what he preaches. 


“You CAN” CHANGE your life !! 
FREE All Power Lifestyle Seminars 


Join this friendly group to improve 





Here Comes the Torch! 


The whole world will be watching the launch of the Torch 
Relay, the first official event of the 2010 Olympics here in 
Victoria on Friday, October 30. 


Over a thousand journalists from around the world will be here, 
and huge sections of the Capital Region will be shut down 

by security police as the relay passes through. The Olympic 
Committee wants to make the city a no-protest area to protect 
the “Olympic brand.” 


Over a half million dollars are being spent on a “Spirit” party, 
corporate advertising for the world’s worst polluters and heavy- 
handed policing for the rest of us. 


Victoria is a free speech zone! Join our Five Ring Circus for 
Poverty Games, comedy, live music and much more! 


* Giant puppets and masks are being created for street theatre, 
Saturdays from 12 to 3 pm at Camas Books (2590 Quadra) 


* Join the No2010 meetings every Thursday at 6 pm, Camas 
Books & Infoshop (2590 Quadra @ Kings) 


* Attend a Legal Observer training with the BC Civil Liberties 
Association (dates to be announced) 


* Be part of the Pop Ed team visiting local classes and student 
groups with info about the Torch Relay and Charter rights 

* Expose the “Snakes in the Grass” with the Council of 
Canadians and sing songs with the Raging Grannies 


* Join the circus, walk on the zombie march, play an instrument 
in the marching band, or just bear witness on October 30. 


* Write to us at no2010victoria@ gmail.com and visit our 
website at no2010victoria.net. 


* Send us your ideas for art, street theatre, fun “sport-spoof’ 


Olympic activities and other creative pieces of the Anti- 
Olympic pie 


Convergence at the launch of the 
2010 Olympic Torch Relay 


Join us in the spirit of creative resistance to environmental 
destruction, indigenous rights violations, the privatization of 
public space, the quashing of free speech, cut-backs in social 
services, and the corporate spectacle. 


The Anti-Olympic Festival of Dissent - Oct 30th 


2 pm, Centennial Square, on Pandora between Government and 
Blanshard 

Join us for a festival of resistance featuring the Poverty Games, 
street hockey, wrestling, food, speakers, music and more family- 
friendly anti-Olympic fun! Hear from local groups working 

on issues such as indigenous rights, environmental protection, 
homelessness and drug users’ rights. 


The Zombie March: In Memoriam - Oct 30th 


4:30 pm, Centennial Square, on Pandora between Government 
and Blanshard 


As the Torch Relay evening festivities begin in Victoria, the 
Zombie March will haunt the city streets. On the eve before 
Halloween, the dead will rise and demand justice for 

* Missing and murdered women in BC 


* Homeless people and drug users who died on the streets from 
neglect 


* Child victims and survivors of residential schools 
* Robert Dziekanski and others killed at the hands of police 


* People tortured, massacred and disappeared during past 
Olympic Games. 


GET INVOLVED WITH THE FESTIVAL! 
www.no2010victoria.net 


Does your group want to get a message to the world on October 
30th? Get in on the fun! Organize a friendly competition, step 
up to the soapbox, take over a ring of the Five Ring Circus! 
Music, art and theatre especially welcome. 
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Weekly, Fridays 7:15-8:30 pm 
@ 983 Pandora Ave. 


Attend any or all sessions. 
For more info call Moe @ 250-920-0268 
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A Letter from 
Wilkinson Jail 


Hi Janine, 





Was very happy to hear from you. 
I’m pretty naïve about what’s 
happening in Cuba but it sounds like 
you were on a mission. At times I 
figure we have it bad here — we do 
if we’re poor and homeless. Can’t 
picture what it’s like elsewhere. I 
always figure things will get better, 
but the more I look at things the 
more corruption I find. 


I’m glad and thankful that people 
like yourself can see through the 
scams and deception and can keep 
the cool and write about it. 


Let’s try and get my story down 

on paper. Don’t know where to 
start, but how about my giving 
thanks to the Street Newz paper for 
enabling me to find some self worth. 
Meaning, being out there on the 
street for years became I became 
very tunnel visioned and resentful 
of the whole street scene in which I 
felt trapped into by the system. No 
housing, red tape, probations orders, 
etc. 


At present I do have accommodation 
and, if it were known truthfully, 
without the BS. I’d be secure here 
if the police had their will, at least 
for the Olympics. After being 

Red Zoned, ticketed, hassled by 
security and cops ... I try to defend 
myself, because of a physical and 
mental disability, the result of being 
peppered and head banged off the 
sidewalk. 


I'll be 65 in a couple of months, and 
even though I’m on the Coalition 

to End Homelessness I have no 
place to go to when released except 
an overpriced bed in a filthy, 

unsafe dormitory. My recent ill 
health won’t permit this form of 
environment due to a challenged 
immune system. I plan on getting a 
tent but in doing so I will probably 
breech a probation order that 
demands an address. 


By the way, there are going to be a 
few renovations in here to cover the 
overflow from the Olympic disaster. 
More room will be made by bunk- 
bedding and probably more mats on 
the floor. What next? The more I 
think the more futile things seem. 
No reno-victions here! 


I’m looking forward to getting out. 
A law for the rich and a law for the 
poor is what I see every day in here. 


Maybe you can get something from 
what I write to put in the paper. 

As long as my picture reflects me 
smiling. I like to put on a good 
front, eh?! 


Selling the paper and being back 
out there will raise my spirits. The 
paper will keep me sane as I face 


know I’m 
not alone 
in my 
travels. 
Ill see 
you soon, 
I hope, 


Doug 


anaana sth at 
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This is How it Feels ta he Me (Part Ii) hy Rose Henry 


The stress of living in poverty is killing people like me 
slowly. Right now I have no more tears. I am just exhausted. 
Į am beginning to suffer the worn out feeling of living 

on a tread mill that is going no where in life. For me it is the 
same old same old ... my love for my community and the 
commitment to it hasn’t really wavered from its main focus 
of social injustice; but it is taxing on the souls of my family’s 
feet (literally). 


Everyday my partner walks to and from work (about 20k) 
because we can no longer a bus pass, a good bike for him, 
or the soothing cream for his feet. We cannot afford new 
pants or shoes for myself; anyhow enough about dreaming... 
somehow we must manage to live. 


Oh how I kinda wish that my poverty was on a short term 
contract, cause then I would continue to relish in the dream of 
seeing the end of my poverty; but I know that there is no end. 


This past month I managed to move into my new home 
with a lot of help from my former roommates 
... who literally helped my partner pack 
everything in loosely packed boxes because I 
was at my lowest point of exhaustion. 


Somehow we managed for the first month 

on his 15 hours a week and my few days of 
filming and data entry (neither one of these 

are my foray-but the info is vital to my work). 
Our new to us place was like a little piece 

of calmness. Then reality of poverty hits us 
again...right smack in the face as we are being 
told that we were going to be evicted because 
we didn’t have all the damage deposit together. 
The management asked for $1300.00 a month 
for a really nice two bedroom place with living 
room, kitchen and bathroom; plus $650.00 
(damage deposit). Our share of this incredible 
fee is $1250.00 for the first month; then it is 
supposed to drop to $900.00. 


So this is what life is like for warriors who are 
fighting for social justice. It sucks...big time 
and it will take a few lives as a reminder of 
how quickly life can be taken and how precious everything in 
life is. One minute having a job and a nice place to call home 
the next unemployed and living at the mercy of another. 
Losing your only way of communicating with the outside 
world. While life goes on with the fight for social justice for 
the missing and murdered poor, and the battle for justice in 
the court system. 





Who knows I just may win the battle in the courtroom for 

the voter ID requirement (Bill C-31/Federal Electoral) while 
I lose my home. So I say will I lose my home in vain I hope 
not. Will my court battle be worth it I say yes because I have 
been fighting it for three long years, in supreme court, so that 
every eligible Canadian can have the opportunity to cast their 
ballot and vote in the people who will work for the people 
and be a part of the tools that will help eradicate poverty. 


Sometimes I do find things a real challenge and wish that I 
was never made aware of certain things. Especially things 
that I find that go against the grains of humanity or the rights 
of kanadians; ‘cause then I feel compelled to at least try and 
change things for the good. 


There are days I am grateful for the few friends I do have 
who really do their best to support me in the best way they 
can. I have some who say that they really do understand 

me and my issues, others who say that they don’t have the 
foggiest idea about the actions but support me because they 
like me as an individual and then there are those who have 
sat in front of my camera or did a survey who just want me to 
help them tell their stories. 


Some of you know that I was one of the defendants in the 
tent city court case starting three years ago. Other know that 
Iam one of the defendants named in the voter ID court case, 
and most of you know that I ran in the last three municipal 
elections. Each time that challenge has become harder and 
harder for me as the strength of the opposition varies. 


I was told this morning at the street people’s breakfast that 

I was a true patriot of all kanadians because I was wearing 
my camouflage vest. Then I was asked what was I defending 
today. My immediate response was “I was defending the 





people caught in the middle of the war on the poor.” This 
person just laughed and said that I must have an army of 
soldiers with me and a whole bunch of wounded people 

in my mash unit. Then we kinda laughed and left the 
conversation alone for a few minutes as we started to reflect 
back on the best days for a poor and a homeless person could 
be. 


When I was called a patriot I begin to ponder the word. I 
found myself feeling quite different about being connected 
to this word because of what I was I am wearing and how 
this person of the streets see me. This is what they told me it 
meant: 


*A person who loves, supports, and defends his or her 
country and its interests with devotion. 


*A person who regards himself or herself as a defender, 
especially of individual rights, against presumed interference 
by the federal government. 


photo by Pete Rockwell 


What I learned about this person is that they have a love for 
words and an incredible memory. 


When we hugged each other I told them how I some times 
feel like a fish out of water and stuck in the desert sand bank 
they said that is the one of the many cost factors of being a 
warrior. They said sometimes the loneliness and isolation is 
what really does kill the individual. They said it starts with 
their spirit and usually ends up taking their body. They said 
sometimes it is a quick journey and for others it is a slow and 
painful one. 


So I guess I must keep on with my journey with no 
condescending remarks or actions and keep things in 
perspective as to why I really am being defiant against 

the government for things like voter ID, the rights for the 
unhoused to at least have a tarp over their heads and rights 
to have enough food in their bellies to make it through to the 
next day. 


The battle goes on... 


I will continue to sell the Street Newz so that I can at least 
buy some bus tickets and put some food on the table in our 
new to us apartment. The type of work that I like to do is 
the type that reflects my values as an active community 
orientated member who believes in the power of the people, 
recycling dollars back into the community. I have had 

over seventeen years of being an active board member of 
Together Against Poverty society (TAPs) and started regular 
gatherings for the marginalized poor and homeless people 
with active participation. 





It is my love for the community and my desire to make 
positive changes for my community that keep me going. I 
hope to see most of you over the next few weeks. If you want 
to check in with the Voter ID cases you can check under the 
Federal electoral act Bill C-31. 


In Part I Rose wrote about a tiny living space, 14 x 10 ft, which 
includes a “barroom.” Rose meant to write “barroom fridge.” 


Photo: Rose participated in the October 09 Memorial for our 
Missing Sisters. Five hundred women are officially listed as 
murdered or missing, but there may be as many as 3,000. 


A gigantuan THANK YOU to everyone who contacted Thrifty Foods and/or Martello Property Services, on Rose’s 
behalf, after last month’s request. | don’t know who you are, but I’m certain you responded .... because on October 
9th | received a phone call from Michael Alexander, Thrifty’s media correspondent. Michael assured me that Thrifty’s 


wants to support us, but their store policy just doesn’t allow for individual salespeople outside their stores. After 
some discussion it became clear that our best strategy, unfortunately, is to take our losses and be thankful that 
Shirley, at James Bay Thrifty’s, is able to continue. Michael also assured me that nothing has changed since Thrifty’s 
was sold to Sobey’s, which is owned by the Empire Corporation which, interestingly, invests in food and real estate. 
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WWAOOE !! 


So what’s wwoofing? 


By Christina Nikolic 


Let me share my recent experience as a wwoofer on a small organic farm! 
Here’s what I wrote home about: 


“heroic battles with blackberries and stinging nettles today, and nearly supernatural 
efforts splitting and stacking firewood... over mid-day, i went on a photo safari... and 
took a trip to “town”... from morning to night, lots of hungry beaks, snouts, muzzles got 
fed... now the sky has turned dark over the treetops and a gazillion stars are popping 

up, and still a warm summery wind 
is blowing... flocks of geese flying 
back and forth, you can hear their 
feathers swooshing between all the 
trumpeting... 


“on the island, everyone knows 
everyone; you meet at the store and 
swap news on who’s working on 
whose construction sites and how to 
sell all that apple juice - an unhurried 
and utterly simple lifestyle - i feel 
very much at home!! 

“i get up with the chickens, and am 

in bed by ten, tops, with that satisfied 
weariness that comes after a day spent plodding along in the open air, walking miles 
between barn and house and garden, between orchard and coop and horse paddock.” 


WWOOF stands for World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms. Basically, the 
wwoofing deal is room and board on a farm in exchange for your volunteer labour. 
From the web site, www.wwoof.org: 


What is WWOOF? 


WWOOF is a world wide network - It started in the UK in 1971 and has since 
become an international movement that is helping people share more sustainable 
ways of living. 


WWOOF is an exchange - In return for volunteer help, WWOOF hosts offer food, 
accommodation and opportunities to learn about organic lifestyles. 





WWOOF organisations link people who want to volunteer on organic farms or 
smallholdings with people who are looking for volunteer help. 


How does it work? 


WWOOEF organisations publish lists of organic farms, smallholdings and gardeners 
that welcome volunteer help at certain times. The diversity of hosts available offers 
a large variety of tasks and experiences. 


Volunteer helpers (““WWOOFers’’) choose the hosts that most interest them and 
make direct contact to arrange a stay. Volunteers usually live as part of the family. 


WWOOF volunteers do not pay for their stay. 

WWOOF hosts do not pay volunteers for their help. 

WWOOF organisations usually charge a small fee to hosts and volunteers. This fee 
helps maintain and develop the WWOOF network. 


Truthfully, I did not go through the network - my hosts were friends of friends whom I 
had met by chance. But it worked out beautifully just the same. 


In contrast to working on a conventional farm, wwoofing will open your eyes about 
where our organic food comes from. Depending on what the garden or farm produces, 
that can range from veggies, fruit, mushrooms and nuts, to eggs and milk, to cheese, and 
meat. 


I spent one week on this small family run mixed farm on a Gulf Island. They make 
hay, raise beef cattle (bull, cows and calves all together in the field), pigs (10 at a time 
in a large outdoor run - getting into Orwellian food fights), some 100 broiler chickens 
(in outdoor chicken tractors), and keep a couple dozen laying hens. A couple of retired 
horses enjoy sharing the orchard with these free-range chickens. 


I am not, or perhaps not yet, an animal rights activist, but I am interested in animal 
welfare, and have recently given up eating meat. You’ve got to start somewhere I figure. 
So it was more difficult for me than I thought, tending to these animals knowing they 
are destined to “go to market” later this month. Although the cows, pigs, and chickens I 
cared for are treated well and have undoubtedly a better quality of life than their factory 
farmed colleagues, it is a short life that will end at the hands of the butcher all the same. 


We could launch into a long discussion here but suffice to say, my budding vegetarian’s 
eyes are starting to see things differently. (And of course you can choose to volunteer 
on an all-veggie farm!) Nevertheless, I had a great time. I found that while the body is 
getting a physical workout doing chores, the mind is free to wander... and in fact I had 
time to think about lots of “stuff” that just bubbled to the surface while I was pulling 
thistles and cutting blackberry canes. It was a bit of a healing process - one goes quiet, 
the mind lets go of everyday worries, and the spirit can recharge a little. 


Interested, maybe? Just give it a try: 


* You may surprise yourself with what you can do! 
* You may learn new skills that come in handy 
when looking for a job! 

* You may discover a nurturing instinct you did not 
know you had! 


And, it’s a great way to see the world ona 
shoestring. 


My only question is, when and where can I do it 
again? 


Christina Nikolic (www.stewardshipnld.com) is an 
organic gardener and designer living in Victoria. 








from Havanay imes.org 
reprinted with permission 


Arganit Guba 


Question: I’m traveling to Cuba in November this year and I’m planning to 
stay there for two months. I want to learn more about urban farming and 
the organic farming at Cuba, to visit different gardens and organoponicos 
and hopefully do some voluntary work. Do you know about anyone that I 
can contact about this? 


Answer: One of the best ways to learn about urban farming and organic 
agriculture in Cuba is to be sponsored by a Cuban organization which 

can set up your program. But to do this, one must usually come under an 
organization located in one’s home country as well. For example, this is how 
the Cuban organization known as the Fundacion Antonio Núñez Jiménez de 
la Naturaleza y el Hombre (FANJNH) works. A non-governmental socio- 
cultural and scientific organization, FANJNH is dedicated to the research 
and promotion of community-based programs and projects for the protection 
of the environment. It is also the moving force behind the promotion of 
permaculture in Cuba. Sometimes FANJNH receives interns who work with 
them on their permaculture and organic agriculture projects, but to be able 
to do so one must be sponsored by an organization from outside the country, 
which enters into an agreement with FANJNH which then organizes the visit 
- and the entire process takes about six months to arrange. 


One might also come to Cuba as a student, to learn about sustainable 
agriculture in general and how it is practiced in Cuba in particular. One 
excellent academic institution is the Centro de Estudios de Agricultura 
Sostenible (CEAS), which comes under the Instituto de Ciencias 
Agropecuarias “Fructuoso Rodriguez Perez” (ISCAH), a top-notch 
agricultural university with a very strong combination of theory and practice. 
Located about 30 km east of Havana, CEAS works very closely at the 
community level. 


If you’re coming as a tourist with a deep interest in urban farming and organic 
agriculture in Cuba, one of the few locations that upon occasion accept 
volunteer workers is the UBPC Organoponico Vivero Alamar, located 15 km 
east of Havana. The UBPCs (Unidad Básica de Producción Cooperativa or 
Basic Units of Cooperative Production) are based on a growing perception 
that smaller farms are more easily managed and better able to take on 
sustainable agriculture practices. 


Established in the ’90s, the UBPC Vivero Organoponico Alamar (vivero 
means nursery) is one of the country’s most successful neighborhood- 
managed worker-owned cooperative urban organic farms. Raising a wide 
range of organic vegetables and grafted fruits, ornamental plants, medicinal 
herbs, and high-quality seedlings, crops and products are sold directly, 
from a colorful 
farm stand, to 
neighbors from 
the adjacent 
community as 
well as to nearby 
residential and 
collective farms. 
Today Vivero 
Alamar occupies 
some 11 hectares 
(27 acres) where 
a workforce of 
some 140 men 
and women 
employ the 
practice of 
permaculture - no 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides - to raise crops. Using natural biological 
methods to nourish the soil, frustrate pests and conserve water, the result 
is increased yields and reduced costs. Vivero Alamar also sells a range of 
organic composts and mulches and a selection of patio plants. 


CON DISCIPLINA v EFICIENCIA 


EN NUESTRO TRABAJO 
mejores 


RESULTADOS 


 OBTENDREMOS 





Vivero Alamar is just one example of the revolution in food production 

that swept Cuba in the early 1990s and continues today. From Santiago de 
Cuba in the east to Pinar del Rio in the west, thousands of urban gardens are 
blossoming. Today, across the island, there are over 7,000 organopónicos 
alone, and the number increases daily. Only in the capital city of Havana, 
more than 200 gardens supply residents with over 90% of their fruit and 
vegetables, with some 35,000 hectares (85,500 acres) of land being used for 
urban agriculture - and with chemical pesticides and fertilizers banned in the 
city. 


To explore the possibility of working as a volunteer at Vivero Alamar, send 
them an email at ubpc_alamar@minag.cu directed to the Administrator, 
Miguel Salcines Lopez. Based on your needs and experience, they will 
discuss with the possibilities of your collaborating with their farm. 


Below is the full contact information for Vivero Alamar: 


UBPC Organop6nico Vivero Alamar 
Ave. 160 Esq. Parque Hanoi 

Zona 6, Alamar, Habana del Este 
Ciudad de La Habana, Cuba 

Telephone (537) 763-0531 or 763-0532 


Administrador: Miguel Salcines Lopez 


You might also be interested to read the article entitled “The Urban 
Agriculture of Havana’, by Sinan Koont, which appeared in the January 2009 
issue of Monthly Review. Among other things, this article speaks at some 
length about Vivero Alamar. 
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Responding to 
Questions on 9/ii 


I am very pleased that my four-part 
series on the events of September 11", 
2001, is Victoria Street Newz (July to 
October) generated many interesting 
comments and thoughtful questions. I 
would like to respond briefly to a dozen 
of those questions. 


1. Why have you spent so much time 
and energy trying to find out what 
happened on September 11", 2001? 
Why do you think 9/11 is such an 
important issue? 


I believe 9/11 is one of the most 
important and most morally compelling 
issues of our time. The questions about 
9/11 go far beyond who murdered 
3,000 people and destroyed four 
airplanes and three skyscrapers that day 
(though obviously those questions are 
themselves extremely important). 


It has now become shockingly clear that 
the events of 9/11 were orchestrated 
primarily to provide an excuse for the 
invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, which 
have resulted in hundreds of thousands 
of innocent people being killed. 

In addition, as a direct result of the 9/11 
fraud, in many countries hundreds of 
billions of dollars which could have, and 
should have, gone to social spending 
have been diverted instead to huge 
increases in military spending and to 
pouring money into the bourgeoning 
“homeland security” industry that has 
been built on the bogus foundation of 
9/11. 


Most importantly, 9/11 was a pivotal 
development in world affairs — one of 
the keys to understanding current geo- 
political realities. For example, it isn’t 
possible to fully understand the situation 
in Afghanistan without knowing that 
the 9/11 “attacks” were a fraud and 
that the U.S. had already decided long 
before 9/11 to invade Afghanistan and 
topple the Taliban regime. There is, in 
fact, not one shred of credible evidence 
connecting Afghanistan in any way to 
the events of September 11", 2001. 


2. Do you think articles on 9/11 are 
really relevant in a paper like Victoria 
Street Newz, which focuses mainly on 
poverty and homelessness? 


Yes, I think it is very appropriate for 
a paper like Victoria Street Newz to 
publish articles on 9/11 for three main 
reasons. 


First, as already mentioned, as a result 
of the 9/11 fraud, hundreds of billions of 
dollars which should have been devoted 
to socially beneficial spending have 
been used instead for massive increases 
in spending on the military and on so- 
called “homeland security.” 


Secondly, what happened on 9/11 is an 
issue of great importance to all citizens, 
including those who are living in poverty 
or on the street. The fact that citizens 
might be poor or homeless doesn’t 
mean they aren’t interested in what is 
going on in the world. On the contrary, 
I have personally found the poor and 
afflicted are often more concerned and 
knowledgeable about world affairs than 
are the rich and comfortable. 


Thirdly, alternative papers like Victoria 
Street Newz play an invaluable role 

in society by dealing with issues that 
establishment publications consider too 
“hot” to touch. By encouraging public 
discussion about 9/11, Street Newz 
publisher Janine Bandcroft is doing what 
publishers of papers like the “New York 
Times” and “Washington Post” should 
be doing, but which they quite frankly 


By Gordon Pollard 


(pardon the expression) don’t have the 
balls to do. 


3. Why do you think the mainstream 
media continue to support the official 
version of 9/11 unflinchingly and 
refuse to even consider compelling 
evidence which has been presented 
by credible 9/11 researchers such as 
Professor David Ray Griffin? 


Unfortunately, the mainstream media, 
especially in the U.S. and Canada, have 
now been taken over almost totally 

by giant corporations, most of which 
have a huge vested interest in keeping 
the U.S. war machine rolling merrily 
along. For example, NBC is owned 

by General Electric, one of the world’s 
largest arms manufacturers. It is sad but 
not really surprising therefore that none 
of the major media outlets have dared to 
“rock the boat” on 9/11. The corporate 
media are, in fact, in the same “boat” 

as Dick Cheney and his friends, so they 
obviously don’t want that “boat” to be 
torpedoed. 


Moreover, to give the devil his due, Dick 
Cheney brilliantly “sand-bagged” the 
mainstream media, getting them at the 
fever pitch of “anti-terrorist” hysteria 

to buy into the official story of 9/11 
totally and irrevocably. I have no doubt 
many in the major news organizations 
later realized they had been conned but 
by then they had publicly trumpeted 

the official story so many times they 
were past the point-of-no-return and felt 
they had little choice but to continue 
with the charade. That is why, on the 
issue of 9/11, most news organizations 
are continuing to compliment the stark 
naked emperor on his sartorial finery. 


As for why the mainstream media have 
imposed an almost total blackout on 
9/11 researchers like David Ray Griffin, 
it is not because they think these critics 
are wrong but because they know they 
are right. The mainstream media are 
now fully aware that the official version 
of 9/11 is indefensible on any rational 
basis. That is why they are so terrified 
by the prospect of the public becoming 
involved in a serious, large-scale debate 
about 9/11. 


4. Why do you think some political 
analysts who are generally regarded 
as leftist or progressive, such as Noam 
Chomsky and Naomi Klein, have 
embraced the official version of 9/11 
and have sometimes even dismissed 
9/11 critics with contempt? 


First, I think some lefties simply 
haven’t done their homework. It 

takes a great deal of time and effort to 
seriously analyze the 9/11 Commission 
Report and carefully examine all of 

the available 9/11 evidence. Instead of 
doing that, some “analysts” on both the 
left and right have simply assumed — as 
I must confess I did initially — that even 
Dick Cheney and company wouldn’t do 
anything so terribly evil as orchestrate 
the 9/11 “attacks.” 


Secondly, there is the “wounded pride” 
factor. To put it bluntly, Cheney and 

his cohorts successfully hoodwinked 
many of the academic and journalistic 
luminaries who have long considered 
themselves well-nigh infallible. I think 
some of these ego-deflated victims just 
can’t bring themselves to admit — at least 
not publicly — that Cheney pulled the 
wood over their eyes. 


Thirdly, there is the “respectability” 
factor, which I think largely explains 
why such “respectable radicals” as 
Noam Chomsky and Naomi Klein 
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don’t want to associate themselves with 
the critics of 9/11, who have been so 
viciously demonized as “crazy” and 
“unpatriotic” by the U.S. power elite 
that even a lot of lefties are very nervous 
about being identified with them. 


5. Do you think Barack Obama was in 
any way involved in the 9/11 “attacks” 
or knew anything about them in 
advance? 


No, there is not the slightest doubt in 
my mind that had Barack Obama heard 
anything about the events planned for 
9/11d, he would have willingly risked 
his political career or even sacrificed his 
own life to try to prevent those events 
from taking place. 


6. Do you think President Obama is 
now fully aware of what happened on 
9/11 and, if so, why do you think he is 
not revealing the truth to the American 
people? 


Yes, I think there is no question that 
President Obama and all senior U.S. 
officials are now well aware of what 
really happened on 9/11 but, for a 
number of reasons, are withholding that 
information from the public. President 
Obama obviously knows that four of his 
predecessors were assassinated and he 
surely can’t be unaware that he might 
well join the ranks of Abraham Lincoln, 
James Garfield, William McKinley 

and John Kennedy were he to insist on 
prying open the Pandora’s Box of 9/11. 


Also Obama knows most Americans, 
unfortunately, still buy into the you’re- 
with-us-or-you ’re-against-us myth that 
was deeply imprinted on their minds 
on 9/11. One of the surest ways for an 
American politician to commit political 
suicide is to publicly challenge the 
official version of 9/11. For example, 
when former Congresswoman Cynthia 
McKinney started asking embarrassing 
questions about 9/11 and pointing out 
that the official story makes no sense, the 
mainstream media relentlessly depicted 
her as “looney” and “soft on terrorism” 
and she lost her Congressional seat. 


But I think the most important factor of 
all is that Obama and his advisers fear 
that if they were to reveal the truth about 
9/11, it could cause a great political 

and social upheaval that might even 

tear apart the very fabric of American 
society. They believe —- as Jack 
Nicholson famously put it in the film “A 
Few Good Men” — that Mrs. Milwaukee, 
Mr. Tallahassee, Grampa Sacramento, 
Aunt Albuquerque etc. just “can’t handle 
the truth.” 


It seems to me there is a striking parallel 
between the dilemma Obama faces with 
9/11 and the one President Franklin 
Roosevelt faced with the “Smedley 
Butler affair” 75 years ago. In the 
summer of 1934 the popular, charismatic 
General Smedley Butler was secretly 
approached by several titans of U.S. 
capitalism (including the Rockefellers, 
the Mellons and the DuPonts) with a 
plan to overthrow Roosevelt and set 

up a quasi-fascist government headed 
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by Butler. That plan might have even 
succeeded had Butler not chosen to go 
before a committee of the House of 
Representatives and publicly blow the 
whistle on the conspirators. Thankfully, 
when fascism came knocking, Butler 
had the courage and integrity to slam 

the door in its face. When Roosevelt 
learned about this plot, he was 
understandably shocked and infuriated. 
Nonetheless, he decided not to prosecute 
those who had been involved in planning 
the coup because he feared doing so 
would further rip apart an already deeply 
divided nation. I think Obama probably 
feels much the same way about 9/11. 


7. Do you think that since the 9/11 
“attacks” were apparently a fraud, 
terrorism isn’t a serious issue and 
Canadians shouldn’t be concerned 
about it? 


No, terrorism is a serious issue and 
Canadians should be concerned about it 
— but it is also extremely important that 
we make a clear distinction between 
genuine terrorism and the bogus 
“terrorism” of 9/11. Like all Canadians, 
I was horrified by the terrorist bombing 
attack on Air India Flight 182 on June 
23", 1985, which took the lives of 280 
Canadian citizens, including about two 
dozen children. Clearly, reasonable and 
sensible steps must be taken to try to 
prevent real terrorist acts of that kind. 


But what happened on 9/11 was a totally 
different matter. The so-called “terrorist 
attacks” that day were completely bogus. 
Those “attacks” were orchestrated by 
high-level U.S. authorities to whip up 

a frenzy of “anti-terrorist” (1.e. anti- 
Muslim and anti-Arab) hysteria as a 
means of gaining public support for 
invading Afghanistan and Iraq. 


Most importantly, we should keep things 
in perspective and remember that by 

far the biggest threat to humanity is not 
terrorism but poverty. According to 
UNICEF, 9.2 million children under five 
died in the Third World last year, not as 
a result of terrorism, but from hunger 
and disease. 


8. Many “magical” things seemed 

to happen on 9/11 such as buildings 
collapsing in defiance of the laws of 
physics and a huge jetliner plunging 
into a building but leaving just a fairly 
small hold in one of its walls. Wasn’t 
there also a lot of “magic” when John 
Kennedy was assassinated 46 years 
ago? 


Yes, there was exactly the same kind 
of “magic.” Those of us old enough to 
have been around on November 22", 
1963, will remember, for example, 

the “magic rifle” and “magic bullet” 
supposedly used by the alleged assassin 
Lee Harvey Oswald. The “magic rifle” 
said to have been found at the murder 
scene was initially described as a 7.65 
mm German Mauser, but later at the 
Dallas police station it “magically” 
changed into a 6.5 mm Italian 
Mannlicher-Carano according to 
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Oswald. The “magic bullet” was the one which the Warren Commission Report on the 
assassination claimed hit both Kennedy and Texas Governor John Connally who was in 
the motorcade with Kennedy. Later the bullet “magically” turned up in pristine condition 
on a stretcher in a corridor at the hospital to which Kennedy had been taken. We, the 
ever-gullible great unwashed, were assured by the authorities that the “magic bullet” had 
definitely been fired from the “magic rifle,’ so Oswald must be guilty. 


There is an especially eerie parallel between the discovery of the “magic rifle” and 
“magic bullet” and the discovery on 9/11 of the “magic passport’ belonging to alleged 
hijacker Satam Al-Suqam1, which, the authorities claim, survived the fiery crash of 
American Airlines Flight 11 into the north tower and was “found” in remarkably good 
condition amid the rubble after the tower collapsed. 


Frankly, both the Warren Report on the Kennedy assassination and the Kean-Zelikow 
Report on 9/11 are full of the kind of “magic” that J.K Rowling would have considered 
too far-fetched to include in any of her Harry Potter novels. 


9. Do you think there are parallels, as some have suggested, between 9/11 and other 
historical events that have been described as “false-flag operations” such as the 
burning of the Reichstag in Nazi Germany in 1933? 


Yes, most independent researchers now believe 9/11 was a “false-flag operation,” and 
there is a chilling parallel between what happened in Germany 76 years ago and what 
happened in the United States on September 11", 2001. 


When the German Reichstag was gutted by fire on February 27", 1933, Adolph Hitler’s 
Nazis immediately accused a Dutch Communist named Marinus van der Lubbe of 
arson and high treason, and he was beheaded. Hitler used this incident to stir up anti- 
Communist hysteria and eliminate many of his political opponents. However, most 
experts on the Third Reich such as historian William L. Shirer believe that “beyond 
reasonable doubt it was the Nazis who planned the arson and carried it out for their own 
political ends.” 


Similarly, in the case of 9/11, as Barrie Zwicker notes in Towers of Deception, “Within 
two hours, the ‘attacks’ on America were being portrayed as the work of ‘terrorists’: one 
evil man, Osama bin Laden, and a small group of co-conspirators, the 2001 equivalents 
of the 1933 communists.” The U.S. authorities wasted no time in using these “attacks” as 
an excuse to whip up “anti-terrorist” hysteria and crack down on opponents at home and 
abroad. 


10. Since the war in Afghanistan seems to be based on a fraudulent foundation, do 
you think we should condemn the soldiers from Canada and other NATO countries 
who have been sent to fight there? 


No, we certainly shouldn’t condemn them. They are, in a very real sense, victims of 
the 9/11 fraud just as much as the Afghanis who have been killed or maimed. I think 
most of the young Canadian men and women who are being used as cannon fodder in 
Afghanistan are courageous and well-intentioned. That makes it all the more tragic and 
heart-rending that so many of them have been killed or wounded. It is truly pathetic to 
witness such misguided patriotism. 


11. If the U.S. government has been lying about 9/11, as seems to be the case, does this 
mean we Should never believe anything governments tell us because they always lie? 


No, it doesn’t. But it means we should always be skeptical about everything we hear 
from governments. Sometimes governments tell us the truth but often they don’t. Some 
government documents are factual but others are fraudulent. That has been the reality 
with governments everywhere in the world throughout history. 

In that sense, the 9/11 fraud was not unique. It was unusual only in that it was carried out 
on such a large scale and in such a bold, dramatic manner. Smaller-scale “9/11s” — frauds 
and deceptions of various kinds — are carried out all the time by governments all over the 
world. 


Unfortunately, lies are part of the fabric of our society. As America’s most perceptive 
social commentator, Homer Simpson, told his wife in a recent episode of The Simpsons: 
“Our marriage may be based on lies, Marge, but so are a lot of other good things — like 
religion and American history.” 


Indeed, here in British Columbia, lying by governments has become so common that it is 
now widely regarded as a routine part of the political process. In the election campaign 
last spring, practically everyone realized Gordon Campbell wasn’t telling the truth about 
the budget deficit, the B.C. Rail deal, health services etc. but that had little effect on the 
election outcome. Telling voters now that B.C. premiers lie is like telling them that birds 
fly or fish swim. 


12. While it does appear that the 9/11 “attacks” were a fraud, they happened eight 
years ago, so wouldn't it be better now to put that issue aside and move on? Don’t you 
agree with President Obama who said in his speech at Cairo University in June that it 
is time for the world “to seek a new beginning”? 


I fully agree with President Obama that we should “seek a new beginning” in the sense 
that we should try to overcome the problems and conflicts of the past in a spirit of peace, 
justice, compromise and reconciliation. But I don’t believe that is possible unless we 
deal honestly with what has happened in the past. 


As Archbishop Desmond Tutu noted when he helped set up the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission that probed the horrible apartheid era in South Africa, there can never be 
genuine reconciliation unless we are willing to face the truth about the past. 

That is one of the main reasons why I feel it is so important to face the truth about what 
really happened on September 11", 2001. I believe it simply 
isn’t possible for tomorrow’s hopes and dreams to be built on 
a foundation of yesterday’s lies. 


Gordon Pollard, who is a native of Victoria, has a MA in 
History from Columbia University in New York City and a BA 
in History and English from the University of Victoria. After 
working for 10 years as a journalist in B.C., Alberta, and 
Ontario, Gordon spent 20 years teaching English and History 
in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. 


Gordon’s 9/11 Fraud series is online in the archives at 
relativenewz.ca. For more information, and/or to connect with 
9/11 Truth groups across Canada, visit 911 truthcanada.org. 





Power Shift 


On October 23-26, over 1000 young people will converge on 
Ottawa to take a message of bold, comprehensive and immediate 
federal climate action to Parliament Hill. 


Power Shift will be two days of training, strategy and action 
and one mass lobby day to hold elected officials accountable for 
their part to solve the climate crisis, and to build a cohesive and 

effective youth climate movement. 


Climate Day: Fill the Hill on the 24th. 
Learn more at powershiftcanada.org 





Copenhagen Conference Alert !!! 
from Don Startin 


The Copenhagen Conference on Climate Change and Security is due to 
take place in December. 


With many of the planet’s ecological and socioeconomic systems at or 
beyond tipping point this is a gathering where the world’s leaders have 
got to get it right BIG TIME! 


Street Newz readers may well wish to send some advice to their elected 
representatives and these two books could be of help: 


Alanna Mitchell - Sea Sick, the Global Ocean in Crisis 

This book sheds new light on the horrendous effects that climate 

change and abuse is having on the world’s oceans and their inhabitants. 
Acidification, salinity levels, dead zones, coral reef bleaching, mangrove 
swamp loss, catastrophic species decline, and changing ocean currents 
are probably a greater threat to mankind than we realize. Alanna 

was named the world’s best environmental reporter by the Reuters 
Foundation. 


Lester R. Brown, PLAN B3.0: Mobilizing to Save Civilization 
This book describes the effects of global warming on humankinds’ 


socioeconomic life, which we all know is in dire straits, and provides a 
plan, complete with budget, to head off what appears to be a significant 
upcoming disaster. 
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What Do You Know 
Aout The Cuban Five ? 


How much do you know about the Cuban Five? If you are like most people, 
including those on the left, probably not very much. If you are like most humans 
and have any sense of decency at all, you are likely to be outraged by what you are 
about to read. 


Who are the Cuban Five? 


Here is something that I suspect that many of you do know: Ever since the US- 
sponsored invasion of the Bay of Pigs in 1961, there have been Cuban exile groups 
in Miami carrying out acts of sabotage, even terrorism, against the people of Cuba. 
You probably do not know all the details of those hostile acts. These acts have 
included the deliberate spreading of toxic chemical and biological agents on Cuban 
crops, the introduction of hemorrhagic dengue fever to the island, assassinations 
of Cuban leaders inside of and outside of Cuba, the 1976 blowing up of a civilian 
Cuban airliner in flight killing 73 people, the bombing of a tourist hotel in Havana, 
and much, much more. Nearly 3,500 Cubans and other innocent victims have died 
as aresult of these acts of international terrorism, most of which were orchestrated 
out of Miami. 


The US government has continually refused to do anything to reign in these Miami- 
based terrorist groups even though they are obligated to do so under international 
law. Therefore, in the 1990s, the Cuban government sent five Cubans to Miami to 
infiltrate and monitor the actions of these groups and forward relevant information 
to the Cuban authorities. 


The Cuban Five were very successful and passed along some quite valuable 
information that did thwart some terrorist attacks and save Cuban lives. 


Then, in 1998, Cuban officials in Havana met with representatives of the FBI, pro- 
viding the FBI with information on the Miami-based terrorist groups in the hope 
that the FBI would take corrective action. However, instead of going after the 
terrorists in Miami, the FBI went after the Cuban Five. By using the information 
provided to them by the Cuban government, the FBI was able to figure out who the 
informants were, and the Five were the ones arrested. That happened on September 
12, 1998, just over eleven years ago. The Cuban Five have been political prisoners 
in the US ever since then. 


What about the 
trial? 


For the first 
seventeen 
months of their 
incarceration the 
Cuban Five were 
held in solitary 
confinement—a 
violation of all 
sorts of standards 
of due process. 
The solitary 
confinement 
severely limited 
their access to 
their attorneys and 
greatly impaired 
their ability to prepare any sort of meaningful defense. On national security 
grounds they were denied access to much of the evidence against them. They were 
being treated like they were the terrorists, even though they had harmed no one. 
Indeed, were working against terrorism, and had saved lives, not taken lives. But 
our government does not seem to think of things in that way. 


The trial had multiple problems besides those already mentioned. Probably the 
biggest of those problems was the location of the trial. The defense lawyers had 
requested a change of venue, arguing that anybody who supported the government 
of Fidel Castro could not be expected to receive a fair trial in Miami, which is 
probably the most anti-Castro city in the entire United States. Their motion for a 
change of venue was turned down, almost guaranteeing the conviction of the Five 
despite the very weak evidence against them. 


The US government was not able to show that the Five had harmed anyone. They 
were not able to show that the Five had spied on the US government— only on 

the Cuban exile groups. The government could and did make a case that the Five 
were unregistered agents of a foreign government— but that was not enough for 
our government. They wanted to convict them of a bigger crime—so they charged 
them with conspiracy to commit espionage, meaning that the prosecutors thought 
that the Five were planning to spy on the US government at some unspecified 

time in the future, even though they had done nothing of the sort to date. One 
wonders — was this some kind of a thought crime? 


The Cuban Five were not sent to the US to spy on the US government, but 
somehow the prosecution was able to convince the jury otherwise. In June, 2001, 
the Five were convicted in federal court in Miami and were sentenced, collectively, 
to four life terms plus 75 years—unbelievably harsh, considering the nature of the 
crime. 


Widespread criticism of the trial 


The trial of the Five has UNFAIR written all over it in capital letters. I am not 

the only one who thinks that. A three-judge panel of the US 11th Circuit Court of 
Appeals overturned their convictions and ordered that a new trial be held outside of 
Miami. However, that decision was later reversed by the full appeals court. 


INTERNATIONAL 


by Gerry Bill 
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Who else 
thinks the 
trial was 
unfair? In- 
ternationally, 
there has been FF 
widespread a 

criticism of 

the trial. It is the only trial in US history to be condemned by the UN Commis- 
sion on Human Rights. Specifically, a sub-unit of the UN Commission called the 
UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention found that the detention of the Five 

was indeed arbitrary under international standards. The working group stated that 
the whole matter was “in contravention of article 14 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights.” The UN Working Group formally requested that 

the US Government “adopt the necessary steps to remedy the situation, in confor- 
mity with the principles stated in the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights.” Our government has refused to either take corrective actions or to respond 
to the charges, even though they are required to do so under UN conventions. 

Eight international Nobel Prize winners have intervened on behalf of the Five and 
have called for their release. Numerous parliaments in Europe and Latin America 
have done the same, some of them citing the report of the UN Working Group 

as evidence that the Five should be released. Other parliaments did not urge the 
release of the Five, but urged that the US give them a fair trial instead. 


Within the US, the National Lawyers Guild has called on the US government to 
honor the finding of the UN Working Group and take steps to remedy the situation. 
In 2007 the NLG adopted a resolution “Endorsing the Call for an International 
Investigation into the Failure of the United States Government to Address and 
Remedy the Denial of Justice in the Case of The Cuban Five.” 

This was a pretty obvious miscarriage of justice, right down to the sentencing 
phase of the trial. In fact, the incredibly long sentences have become one basis for 
appeal. Just last year a federal appeals court ordered that three of the defendants 
be resentenced, which is supposed to happen this October 13. Keep your eyes and 
ears open and we may soon see if the US legal system is able to deliver justice this 
time around. 





Adding insult to injury 


Another aspect of this case that has caused widespread international criticism has 
to do with the treatment of the prisoners and their families since the sentencing. 


=| The US government has made it very hard for some prisoners to receive visits from 


their family members in Cuba. Wives and children of several of the Five have been 
denied visits by one means or another. For example, in one case, the daughter of 
Ramon Labanino managed to get into the US to visit her father. She waited for a 
month for the prison to let her in and then had to return to Cuba without seeing him 
because the prison was in lockdown. 


The most extreme denial of visits has occurred in the cases of the wives of Rene 
Gonzalez and Gerardo Hernandez. Both of their wives have been repeatedly 
denied visas to enter the US to visit their husbands; since 2002, each of them has 
been turned down eight times, and they have not been able to see their husbands at 
all. 


One organization that has spoken out against this practice is Amnesty International, 
which has called the denial of visits “unnecessarily punitive and contrary to 
standards for humane treatment of prisoners and states’ obligations to protect 
family life.” 


Amnesty has called upon the US to grant the women temporary visitation 

visas so that they can visit their husbands. A.I. has pointed out that the various 
reasons given by the US for the denial of visas do not stand up to scrutiny. The 
organization also cited the findings of the UN Working Group that the US had 
failed to provide the Five with a fair trial. 


Many of the international parliaments who have criticized the US for the handling 
of this case, including leaders of the European Parliament, have brought up 

the issue of the denial of visits. It seems that much of the world has trouble 
understanding why men who were trying to stop acts of terrorism, and who were 
not even accused of being terrorists themselves, are being treated so unfairly. 


It makes no sense to much of the rest of the world. Does it make sense to you? It 
doesn’t make sense to me, and I am outraged. I hope you are outraged as well. 


The news blackout 


The above information is not well known in the United States. Our media have 
given it scant coverage, and what coverage there has been has not been favorable to 
the Cuban Five. It is up to us to change that. Please help us spread the word about 
the Five Heroes (as they are called in Cuba) and help us raise awareness about this 
travesty of justice that is occurring in our midst. 


For more information about the Cuban Five, visit freethefive.org, or contact gerry. 
bill@ gmail.com. 


Gerry Bill is Emeritus Professor of Sociology and American 
Studies at Fresno City College, and is on the boards of the 
Fresno Free College Foundation and of the Fresno Center 
for Nonviolence. He is co-chair of the Central California 
Criminal Justice Committee, and a long-time activist in 
Fresno. [And, Gerry’s vegan]. 


Photos by Janine Bandcroft (also vegan).: Images of the 
Cuban Five outside an “all-inclusivem” ; one of the buses 
taken to Cuba as part of the 2009 Pastors for Peace Caravan. 
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Town Meal Song 


The world is in turmoil, the earth is in pain 

As | walk down the street no one calls out my name 
They’ve knocked down the buildings communities gone 
As | walk through this glorious wilderness town 

But among all the memories, chimneys and smoke 


Where in times long gone by the air might make you choke 
Through the grey | saw something I’d never have dreamed 


There were gardens a-growing an oasis of green 


Chorus : 
Come sit at the table and drink of the wine 


Taste the food from our gardens, the grape from our vine 


A health to our neighbour and the seeds we have sown 
Lets thank the good earth for the food that we’ve grown 


| looked to the stars touched by the moon 

The trees gently swayed as they sung me a tune 
Then the earth raised her voices echoing long 

As she gave me the words that | wrote for a song 
Mother earth holds the power to change for the good 
The water your food and your whole neighbourhood 
She gave us the soil and the rain and the wind 

And she gave us the power to change everything 


So we planted our gardens, we watered the land 

We sowed, and we dug it and raked it by hand 

Like a grouse on the moor, raises her young 

We nurse every seedling till it’s fully grown 

Then we cut it and pull it and harvest it in 

The fruits of our labours are all gathered in 

And we thank the good earth for the food that we’ve got 
From the garden it comes aye and straight to the pot 


And now all the food is well gathered up 

From allotment and field ay and greenhouse and hut 
We bring it to the table for this our town meal 

And celebrate the earth and what it can yield 

When we work together, each woman and man 

We sing a close harmony song of the land 

And thank the good earth for the food that she’s grown 
And for building a neighbourhood we can call home 


© Richard Grainger 2009 


Doorways 


The chill winter wind scours the 
shop door ice-stoned steel hard bed, 
seeking night-time retail sleepers 
who on this day have not been fed. 
The counter tills are keen to ring 

the wealthy shoppers’ debit cost, 

but the night-time open doorways 
are queues for those of profit lost. 


Huddled in refuse cardboard box, 
newspaper print rubbed linen sheet; 

they are homeless un-wanted ghosts 
condemned to haunt the ghostly street. 

In daylight hours pavement public weave, 
avoiding hungry beggar tug 

at cashmere silk lined sleeve. 


step men are easily recognised 

as rough coated hollow eyed, 

proffing the ‘homeless’ magazine 

to seek a gentle touch of pride. 

They drink from cans of bitter beer 

to sweeten thoughts of unknown fear. 

As night cape cloaks the streets once more, 
they rush back home to ‘welcome’ mat 

to keyless door and Stone bed flat. 


Cold bound in sickened weakest frame; 
they exist though no man can 

hear their given Christian name. 

Born as every human must 

vagrant shadows longing for a crust. 
Dreaming of warm woollen blanket 

on a full-sprung mattressed bed. 
Greatest prayer their cold lips make, 

to be discovered cold, and dead. 


© Terry Buchanan 
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It disgusts how newspapers 
view wrappers dump their ideonews 
on those who fight against terrible odds 
with their fragile lives for our blood and our land 
while at the same time praise 
for those bosses who go across oceans 
in search of those who would buy to sell 
to the lowest bitter our lands and forests 
our grandchild’s wealth and health 
as dying gasps of their civil-a-slashing 
tries to take all and to drag us along 
on their ever steeper descent into hell, 
their fascism sickness from ruined lands left behind 
Our hearts and our songs 
sing for the heroes 
who wear the bandanna of free Canada 
and who fight with the blood 
of our mother earth 
and who will win in the end 
against the odds of power and wealth 
stolen from the children... 


©Jim Erkiletian 


News about privatization and 


the fight to preserve public services 
resources, spaces and enterprise 
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HEMP & COMPANY 


A retail store and onling sh buy clothing. | 
healthy e ë dibf seeds, and and hatara fal bod) i ire pro dicts. Hen e 


eco-/rier materia sete asf CFI, 


mboo, soys a 
organic colfons, 


- VICTORIA BC - 1102 GOVERNMENT STREET | 
422 CRAIGFLOWER | 
www. HempandCompany.com 


547 Lower JOHNSON 


Society of Living Intravenous Drug Users 

SOLID provides needle exchange & outreach 7 days a 
week. 

To find out more about our women’s night, peer education. 
support meetings or outreach, contact us at: 
solidinfo(@shawbiz.ca or call 

250-298-9497. 

All current or former illicit drug users are welcome! 


Hypnotherapy Can Help 


> Relax more deeply 
> Become healthier 
> Relieve pain 


> Overcome barriers to 
personal happiness 


> 

highest Potential Kurt Lenfesty 
250.884.9633 
Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Hot Stone Massage 
Foot Reflexology 
email: Kurt@LeafStone.ca 
www.LeafStone.ca 


Fast Effective Enduring Change 


Old Eagle Eyes 
Jewelry and Design 


| oldeagleeyes.com 
André Motuz - Métis Artist and Designer 


Phone: (250) 220-7983 
E-Mail: oldeagleeyesjewelry2001 @yahoo.com 


AVI NEEDLE EXCHANGE 


A Mobile Exchan pe wan isat Government and Princess. 
Monday te Friday a 6:30pm te 1:30pm 
atures} O 30pm = H: Mpm 


Sunclay o 5pm- 9pm 


Foot Boke Outreach in the downtown area 
Micha y ti Friclay o 3pm te jpm 

Saturclay a i0- ia — 5 bipm 
jl nilay 2 Ipi ri 


= apen 


Call to find out where to get rigs. 
We may be able to deliver. 


250-896-AVIX (2849) 


SOME SNZ FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS 12 


Jim Butler and Larry 
Gagnon rebuild 
and redistribute 
internet capable 

computers. 


we | tonystrailers.com 
H (250) 743-9919 


ike ale for a Person and oo l 


Free indefinite loan 
to low or no 
income 
people. 


For more info 
call Jim at 
474-3446 


Victoria 
Community 
Health 
Co-operative 


Give yourself peace of mind with 


the right coverage for you. 


Tha largest 100% Canadian 
multiproduct insurer 


cfs the co-operators” 


A Geter Piece For Yous 


Home Auto Life Nyvectments Group Rusness Farm Trave 


Work should lift you 
out of poverty, 
not keep you there. 


È y 


Offering integrated 
multidisciplinary health care 
that’s affordable and inclusive . 


Medical Doctors, 
Integrated Energy 
Workers, Physiotherapists, 
Hypnotherapists, Massage 
Therapists, Homeopathic 
Doctors .... 


check out the monthly 
Community Wellness Clinics ! 


250-483-5503 
victoriahealthcooperative.ca 


a Living Wace Cambaign 


www.bclivingwage.org 


as S 
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_Healing €aRtH 


Need help 
with House 
Cleaning? 


TEAD 

Ko D Medical Herbalist 
© Victoria BC 250-920-8351 
medicalherbalist@yahoo.ca 


askaherbalist.ca 


call Bernie 
250-389- 
1000 


SCREEN PRODUCTIONS 


CUSTOM ARTWORK 


SCREENPRINTING AND EMBROIDERY 


FOR ALL YOUR RETAIL, 


CORPORATE DESIGN AND SPECIAL 


EVEN? REEDS 


540 David Street 
(250) 330-6300 


info@megascreen.ca 
megascreen.ca 





Do you want to earn money 
and promote independent media 7! 


Contact John at 336-5363 or visit him at 
his office” near Fort on Douglas Street. 


The Street Newz 
Vendor Team 






Patricia 
Gov't Street/Esquimalt 


Earl Joe Ken 
Cook St. Village Douglas @ Yates 


Bernie Debbie 


Doug 


Gorge Fairway Mkt Yates London Drugs Quadra Fairway Mkt Quadra Fairway Mkt 


May money from the sale of this 
newspaper 
be used for peace, 
and pass through healing hands. 





Shirle 


Rose Kon 
James Bay Thritty’s 


Gov't St. Cook St. Village 


Richard 
Fort St. 


WHERE YOUR $$$$$ GOES 


Vendors pay 50 cents for each Street Newz 
(to pay the printer); 





A Big Huge THANK YOU 
to all of you who support us 


whatever you give them is theirs to keep. 


There's one salaried Coordinator who produces the Newz. 
No overhead, no extraneous expenses. 


in your many diverse ways. 





——— Subseriptions i are fun for you or a friend ! 
Street Newz Revenue if 
Paper Sales (from previous mth) 487.50 410.00 415.00 465.50 Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): 
Donations 45.00 97.45 345.00 170.00 | 
Gifts (incl in-kind) 100.00 80.00 250.00 100.00 Electronic Regular Low Income American Int’! 
Subscriptions 0.00 140.00 150.00 130.00 é b é é å 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 | 20 99 ‘20 ‘40 90 | 
Total Street Newz Revenue 1632.50 1727.45 2160.00 1865.50 
cucet News E —— | Volume Subscriptions - for your clients/customers/office: | 

ree ewz Expenses 

Salaries 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 J 9 oe mth ACON mth 20 Hs mth i 
Paper & Printing Costs 565.95 565.95 565.95 565.95 A75/yr 300/yr 600/yr 
Office expenses/website 80.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 l , l 
Postage 63.21 6984 72.32| 73.12 Just a Donation 
Ttl Street Newz Expenses 1709.16 1635.79 1638.27 1639.07 i $10 $95 650 675 $100 $200 other | 
Street Newz -76.66 91.66 521.73 226.43 
Bread & Roses Revenue | Name: [ 
Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Address: 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 l . l 
Bread & Roses Expenses City: 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50. 40.50 40.50 40.50 | Province/State: Postal/Zip: l 
Street Newz Donation 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 
Ttl Bread & Roses Expenses 1640.00 1640.00 1640.00 1640.00 Í Phone/email: | 
Bread & Roses -1640.00 -1640.00 -1640.00 -1640.00 pi turn to Victoria Street N 
Consolidated Ttl (SNZ + B&R) -1716.66 -1548.34 -1118.27 -1413.57 l Case TETUT WTO FICIONIA SITEET NEWZ l 


1027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 3P6 Thanks! 


Bread & Roses Bank Balance 5566.00 4730.50 4078.02 3307.69 a eee | 


